


















Frozen in time

Even for the Antarctic, winter 1912 was 
unusually cold. 

Having persisted through the most bitter 
and testing conditions, a five-man party — 
Captain Robert F. Scott, Lieutenant Henry R. 
Bowers, Dr. Edward A. Wilson, Petty Officer 
Edgar Evans and Army Captain Lawrence 
Oates — arrived at the South Pole. But Raold 
Amundsen had already been there and 
returned to his base in good order.

Scott’s party left the Pole in worsening 
weather and, while retracing their steps, 
succumbed to injury, frostbite, malnutrition 
and exhaustion. In particular, Oates, 
afflicted by frostbite, stepped out of the tent 
and into the blizzard with the memorable 
words, “I am just going outside and may be 
some time.” His body was never found.

News of Amundsen’s success reached 
Europe before the fate of Scott’s party was 
known. The Terra Nova, meanwhile, headed 
for New Zealand with the remainder of 
Scott’s team onboard. Scott’s expedition 
notes, which he kept during the voyage, are 
in the National Meteorological Library and 
Archive at the Met Office. A second volume 
on the scientific work of Dr. Edward A. 
Wilson and other members of the expedition 
accompanies Scott’s observations. 

To find out more visit the publications 
section at www.metoffice.gov.uk




